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* My order to cany out the sinking was obeyed with the
utmost devotion. The actual losses I do not know more
certainly than is given by the English Press. I want to
call special attention to the fact that no armed measures
were used against the English military forces and, indeed,
due to our lack of weapons this was quite impossible.
For this reason there was not a man wounded or killed
on the English side, so no act of violence or war was
committed against the English armed forces. As regards
the sinking it was a matter of indifference that the greater
part of the English guarding force, as was actually the
case, had gone to sea.
'Further, referring to Article 31 of the Armistice
conditions, it is only laid down that the material, etc., is
not to be destroyed before delivery, at the Armistice;
what must not be done with the ships after this delivery
is not stated. In consequence of this omission, a loop-
hole is left by which alone the sinking can be justified,
the more so as it concerns German property and not that
of the enemy.
11 would like to take this opportunity of acknowledging
the practical support accorded me on the part of my
Chief of Staff Captain Oldekop, and of the Leader of the
Torpedo Boats, Commander Cordes.
1 Lieutenant Lobsien of the Reserve, acquitted himself
of this commission with aptitude and punctuality.'
In the middle of July I caused a letter to be sent to the
German Government through the representative of the
Swiss Embassy, of which only the first paragraph is of
interest:
' I beg to state that the repatriation of the crews will
probably come about, as the justification for taking them
prisoner, the renewal of hostilities, has not in fact taken
place. Internment is therefore, now as before, the only
permissible measure that can be taken against them: